Archana Bali ~ 1978-2014

Jtis with deep sorrow | deliver the sad news of Archana Baii’s death on 8:29am

p
Alaska Time Mondag. T hus ends Archana’s valiant Figi‘nt against ovarian cancer for
 the past several years - a gigi'it that she led aiwags with a smile on her face and with her

ioving mother, sister, brother and fiancée bg her side.

Archana Pali was bornin 1978 and spent her younger years in Bhopal, |ndia. She
received her unciergraciuatc degrec in [nformation Technologics and Sgstcms
Managemcnt, worked for Grecnpeace ]nciia as staicic, and went on to earn a Masters in

Wildlife Bioiogﬂ and Conservation at the (enter for Wildlife Studies in
Bangaipore. [Her Masters thesis was an intcrdiscipiinary stucly that focused on

coffee Piantations of Western Gi’rats, with the goal of understanding the Poten’ciai and constraints of wildlife
conservation in human dominated ianciscapcs. Asa part of her stuci}j she interviewed Plantation owners, did
i:)iociivcrsitg sampiing, and anaigzcc‘ Policics constraining conservation actions of land owners, and launched a

short but accomPiishcci career as an interdiscipiinary scholar of human-environment interactions.

Archana came to the Univcrsit5 of Aiasl(a at [Fairbanks in fall of 2007 as the first Gcorge Schaller Fellow
and as a student in the Resilience and Aciaptation Frogram. While in Alaska, Archana touched the hearts of
many with her zest for iiicc, warm smiic, intense intellectual curiosity, and emPati’ietic nature. As an
interciisciplinarg PHD student, Archana examined [Human-C aribou Sgstcms in the context of climate change,
working as a rcsPcctcci member of the CircumArctic Rangi?cr Monitoring and Assessment Network
(“CARMA”). For her dissertation research Archana lived with ]ndigenous FeoPles from Aiaska to Qpebec,
ciocumenting through videography their i(nowiecige and observations of change, and making countless friends
aiong the way. Based on her field work she Procluced the “\/oices of Caribou Feopie Froject”, an imPortant
iegacg of the [nternational Polar Year that resulted in an award winning film with international recognition.

i‘ittp://carma.cag‘is/incicx‘pnp/caribou—peoplc A separate aspect of her dissertation drew on regiona!

climate data to examine past effects of mosquitos on caribou in the four barrcn~grounci herds of Aiaska. At a
memorable Resilience Seminar in 2009, Archana Presenteci these two very different dimensions of her rescarch

to raise Progounci Pi’iiiosopiﬁicai questions about the Potcntiai and limitations of “knowiedge integration”.

Archana aiwags loved being in nature, and soon came to see Alaska
as her home with great i’vopcs of working in the future on
conservation issues in the North and in [ndia. |Jtis her Promise for
future, her love and affection to all of us, and the haPPincss that we
felt when she was around, which make her passing so very
cicvastating. Our thoughts goto her motiier, sister, brother,
ncpnews and nieces and her financée, Martin Robards. 5!")6 was

surrounded bg these loved ones when she bid adieu to this world.
\With sadness, gary kofinas - gary kofinas@alaska.edu
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