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• Wild reindeer 

distribution and 

migrations before 1950

• Based on archaeological 

findings 

• The ”Serengeti” of 

Norway

Stiftelsen Norsk Villreinsenter, 

2661 Hjerkinn, www.villrein.no

Fig: 

NINA/Panz

acchi



Fig: NINA/Panzacchi
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Stiftelsen Norsk Villreinsenter, 

2661 Hjerkinn, www.villrein.no

Today: 23 isolated 

populations

Few migrations left

Largest herd=10,000 

animals

Fig: NINA/Panzacchi



A new framework for wild reindeer 

managment in 2005
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VISA –Wild 

Reindeer and 

Society 2004-

2005

• Moving from an adaptive and expert-
driven population based management 
towards a new framework, focusing on 
management of larger units of reindeer 
habitat, more stakeholder involvement, 
intersectoral cooperation, and 
enhancement of non-consumptive 
values of reindeer

• The establishement of the Norwegian 
Wild Reindeer Foundation in 2006



The fragmented government
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Regional land use plans 

for wild reindeer mountains



Environmental quality norm 

for wild reindeer



How to facilitate collective action?

Energy-

sector

Environ-

mental 

sector

Knowledge resources

Relationship resources

Agents of change



Example: The Hardangervidda



Knowledge resources

• http://villrein.maps.arcgis
.com/apps/MapJournal/in
dex.html?appid=0fd34670
f09e40b182a33c25d5fcfe
a6



Relationship resources

• Building adaptive capacity

through collaborative

R&D projects



Agents of change


